Our Mission Statement
The mission of the Pacific Rim Bowl is to
develop character, leadership and enhance
cultural awareness between student-athletes
from Ashland, OR - USA and the Kansai
Region of Japan. Traditional football values of
supporting family and friends, giving maximum
effort in all you do and demonstrating class on
and off the field are shared by both Ashland
and Japanese participants in this one-of-a-kind
cultural exchange and football game.


Pacific Rim Bowl 2017

Started in 1988, by former AHS Coach Jim Nagel
and Akira Furikawa, then Chairman of the

July 29, 2017 Kobe, Japan

American Football Assoc. (Western Conf)


Played every 2 years, alternating between
Ashland, OR and Japan.



Ashland is now ahead in the series 8-6.

Trip Highlights and Cultural Exchange
The cost to participate in the Pacific Rim Bowl
is $2000 per player. The players practice as a
team everyday while in Japan. They
represent the United States while visiting
World Heritage sites and participating in the
everyday life of their host families. The one-week
trip includes—an education at the Peace
Memorial in Hiroshima, travelling at 186 mph
on the Shinkansen (Bullet Train), touring
temples and castles in Kansai, and enjoying a
Japanese bath house. The week culminates
in the Pacific Rim Bowl Game with Japanesestyle cheerleading and competitive football.

Culture Competition Camaraderie
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Ashland High School Football
Vs.
Japan High School All Stars

Post War Growth

Your Help is Needed

During World War II, American Football in Japan came to a halt.
th
In 1946, Peter Okada was stationed in Osaka with the 108
Military Government Team. He observed reforms in the
Japanese high school sports system. Kendo and judo had been
banned from schools because it was believed that those sports
promoted militarism. Okada noticed the Japanese morale was
suffering so he made a proposal to introduce the American
sport of football. He borrowed a few footballs from the Army
and on his days off began teaching touch football to the
students at Toyonaka and Ikeda High Schools. Japanese
students learned the game quickly. Today more than 17,000
players participate in competition for about 400 teams. The
winner of the Japanese High School National Championship
game is awarded the Peter Okada Trophy

We invite you to support the players and coaches by
participating in our fundraisers. The 2017 trip budget is
$120,000 for 50 players and 7 coaches to travel to Japan and
compete in the Pacific Rim Bowl Game. If you are interested in
providing a Corporate Sponsorship or in another donation
opportunity, please contact Coach Charlie Hall or Director of
Operations, Serena Robinson. Here are some of the ways you

Ashland Connection

Early Football in Japan
The history of American Football in Japan goes back to
1934 when Paul Rusch, a teacher and missionary from
Kentucky (USA), came to Japan in 1925 to help rebuild the
Yokohama and Tokyo YMCAs that were destroyed in a
1923 earthquake. George Marshall, an athletic teacher at
Tokyo based Rikkyo University, and two military attaches
at the US embassy, Alexander George and Merritt Booth,
helped to form the first football teams at three universities
in Tokyo (Waseda, Meiji, Rikkyo). In November of 1934
the first football game was played between an all-star team
of the three Tokyo universities and a team of the
Yokohama Country and Athletic Club consisting of
Americans and British living in Japan. The Japanese college
team won the game.
American Football quickly gained popularity in Japan. In 1937 a
game between college all-star teams from eastern and western
Japan drew a crowd of about 25,000 spectators. The reason for
the success of the rough North American game in mildmannered Japan might have been that American
Football offered a combination of power, technical precision,
discipline and team spirit that was hard to find in other
sports. These characteristics also matched well with
traditional Japanese values.

In 1980, Chuck Mills became head football coach at Southern
Oregon State University. Mills had a great connection with
football in Japan. Mills is regarded as the "father of modern
Japanese football" after bringing the first U.S. college football
team to play Japanese collegiate players in 1971. The Japanese
version of the Hiesman Trophy is called the Mills Cup. In 1985,
Mills took Southern Oregon State University to Osaka, Japan
and defeated Kansei Gakuin University. A year later at Raider
Stadium, Kansei Gakuin was the first Japanese college team to
compete on American soil. This story was featured in Sports
Illustrated
Magazine
which
can
be
viewed
at:
http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/vault/article/magazine/MAG1
065192/index.htm

Birth of the Pacific Rim Bowl
During the collegiate football matches of the mid 1980’s, Akira
Furikawa, Chairman of the American Football Association
(Western Conf) had a dream to bring Japanese high school
football players together and play against an American High
School team. Furikawa, a native of Kobe, and alum of Kansei
Gakuin University, met Ashland High School Head Coach Jim
Nagel and the rest was history. After hard work, planning,
special permission from OSAA, Ashland High sent its Varsity
football team to Osaka, Japan in 1988 for the first Pacific Rim
th
Bowl. We are celebrating the 29 year of this international
competition in 2017.

Thank you for supporting the
Ashland High School Football Program!

can show your support:

Rent-A-Player (On-Going)
Need help around the house? …No Problem!!! We have strong
backs and big muscles to help with any job! Contact John
Englehardt (541-324-9541) to schedule players. Suggested
donation is $10/hour/player or more.

Louie's BIG GIVE (February 20-26, 2017)
Eat at Louie's anytime during the designated week (let your
server know you are there to support PRB) and 100% of the
profits from your meal will be donated to PRB. Louie's will
match the donation dollar for dollar!

Parents’ & Coaches’ Night Out
(Winter 2017)
These are fun adult events with dancing, music, food, and
socializing. Anyone interested in supporting the team is invited
to join us. More details to come.

Lift-A-Thon (February 2017)
You contribute to your player for each pound he can lift.

Pacific Rim Bowl Auction (March 2017)
Donors and Bidders are needed for this gala event held every 4
years. Meet and Greet the Grizzly Football players--past and
present. Donation solicitation begins in October 2016 and
tickets available in January 2017.

Butler Ford Drive 4UR School (May 2017)
It's so easy! AHS football earns $20 for every test drive, on the
Drive 4UR School date, up to $6,000. The goal is to raise the
maximum donation of $6,000! You test drive a car with an AHS
football parent - it only takes a few minutes of your day - and
we earn $20!

